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Recently, they gave us another loan to help expand, and we are able to do free 
seminars for elderly, people who are handicapped, women self defense, crime against 
kids. All these seminars we do monthly that are free and to contribute back to our 
community. 

If it weren't for MEO a lot of businesses would not be here today, and I would have no 
place else to go. I tried other sources, and MEO stood up for me, and that's why I'm 
here standing up for them tonight. Thank you very much. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Doug. Lester Nakamoto followed by Dorothy Williams 
Edwards. 

MR. JOINER: While he's coming up, I'd to say I, I attended one of Doug McCleod's free 
clinics. Zero advertising. It was 100 percent free, okay. I appreciate that sir. 

MR. MCCLEOD: Thank you. 

MR. NAKAMOTO: Hello, I'm Lester Nakamoto. I'm the, the Branch Manager of Bank of 
Hawaii in Lahaina, but I am here tonight to speak on behalf of MEDB. You've heard a 
lot of testimony tonight in, in support of MEDB, and, and I'm also here to do the same. 

As a professional banker I can attest to all of you and I'm sure all of you already know 
that MEDB does quite a bit to help support the economy of Maui, not just currently, but 
also as far as shaping the future of Maui's economy. 

In particular, last year the Focus Maui Nui Initiative that they did I think was significant 
because of the participation that they got from the community. I'm sure all of you know 
that whenever we have public hearings on specific issues a lot of times the, the turnout 
that we have is very small. Not only is the turnout small, but many times the opinions of 
the people who actually attend doesn't necessarily reflect the feelings of the population 
as a whole. 

As an employer in Focus Maui Nui last year, I sponsored a session, and I had a very 
good turnout from both my employees and from members of the community. I was very 
surprised, to tell you the truth, as far as the amount of participation that I had from 
everyone who, who was involved with the session. 

Probably 80 percent of my employees I, I can say for, with certainty that they probably 
wouldn't be going to a public hearing on any specific issue yet they were all there, and 
they were all participating, they were all passionate about the things they were 
expressing. 

So, I would like to urge all of you to number one, make sure that you take into 
consideration the things that Focus Maui Nui brought up as far as what the people of 
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Maui wanted to see to happen in the future. And number two, I'd like to make sure that 
you hear my voice as far as asking for your support to continue to, to fund MEDB's 
efforts here on MauL Thank you very much. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Lester. Dorothy Williams Edwards followed by Laurence 
Christopher. 

MS. EDWARDS: Good evening, I'm Dorothy Williams Edwards. I don't know how to start this. 
Everybody's been asking to support their programs. I don't have a program. My 
program is I want more efficiency and less taxes. 

You're asking for a seven percent increase in the Budget, and 80 new jobs in the 
County. I think you can do a drastic trimming job. It must be done. We can't afford all 
of this. It's impossible. 

The Department of Water Supply Director should be an engineer. In one year there has 
been no water stored, and we've had five times the rainfall than normal. We have no 
reservoirs. We have no catch basins. In all the Caribbean Islands they have catch 
basins. It doesn't cost millions of dollars. 

Here they think they can't do anything unless they've got three or four million dollars. All 
our water is running out in the ocean. We don't have future water serves, reserves. We 
don't even have a plan for future water. 

The plan for the future must be made. Our Water Department is dysfunctional. Ellen 
Kraftsow, project manager of the Water Department, reported they had already issued 
more meters than they have water for out of lao. This shouldn't be done. 

You must run those departments more efficiently. Don't tax the long-term resident 
homeowner out of his home with higher tax assessments. We must have a cap of not 
more than four percent increase in anyone year of assessments for resident long term 
homeowners. People who live here full time. 

You're missing a lot of taxes. We've been telling you about it. The Tax Office doesn't 
listen. Somebody's got to listen. You've heard me talk about my mango tree, and how 
I'm going to chop on it. I hate to say it, but in early November there could be a lot of 
chopping, and I mean the mango tree will go down. Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Dorothy. Laurence Christopher followed by George Rixey. 

MR. CHRISTOPHER: Wow, Dorothy is a good one to follow. I think that's great. I had a 
... (inaudible) ... here tonight that was not going to feed at the public trough, but I see 
Dorothy got there first. 
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I'm concerned gentlemen, ladies, with the leak in the public trough. There are some 
serious problems. I am a retired industrial engineer. I spent 40 years doing industrial 
engineering management efficiency studies for dozens and dozens of companies, 
personally and collectively. I know what I'm talking about. 

Two and a half years ago, I got sucked into the County system. An obscene over height 
house in our neighborhood. I reported it. Ever since then, it's still over height. I've 
seen what happens, and what doesn't happen. I've seen you guys on AKAKA [sic}. 
Unfortunately, I'm not really impressed with your cooperation amongst yourselves. 

You've got problems. You've got some serious issues. You're here because you're 
putting Makena off. That should have been solved. Lots of things should have been 
solved. It's not just you, but the management of this County is seriously flawed. I'm 
sorry. It is seriously flawed. 

There are ways of fixing it. Even with unions there are ways of understanding. You 
don't even understand, you can't possibly understand how the people can function. 
They don't have any documentation to which you can measure them. The job 
descriptions, if they exist at all, are too vague to make any sense. 

They don't know what they're supposed to do. Therefore, they do what somebody else 
does and they want more people. You guys are listening to an increase of three 
percent to four percent of staffing in this County. What do you base that on? Could 
someone please answer that? Why do you think that's a valid number? 

Most of the companies, there were none of the companies that I worked with that did 
not decrease their employment by 16 percent, most of them were in the mid 20 percent, 
some of them in the early 30 percent. Each and every one of those companies 
survived. They survived. They made a profit. They didn't have to go into bankruptcy. 

You guys don't have that condition, but you have the mismanagement. It is serious. I, I 
don't know how I can help. I've offered my help. I tried to contact your County 
Manager, and I got blown off by him. 

I don't really care if I help or not, but somebody should look at the internet and find a 
way to get somebody with the kind of expertise that you guys know. There are 
hundreds of people right here on Maui, the cream of the crop. 

People who live here are trying to help you guys. We've talked about this before. You 
need help. You need help in the management of this County. 

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes. 

MR. CHRISTOPHER: You need help in the decision processing. You guys make the choices. 
You make the policies. Get the management to follow through. Get them to, to 
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document who does what, and how it gets done. That is vital to the consistency of this 
County. It's a great place to live. You haven't screwed up the latter yet. Thank you 
very much. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Laurence. George Rixey followed by Laurel Murphy. 

MR. RIXEY: Aloha, my name is George Rixey, and I'm here representing the Kihei Community 
Association. Thanks for coming out so late. We appreciate you guys coming to the 
Kihei community. I have three things I want to talk about. Roundabouts, North-South 
Collector Road and greenway, and parks and maintenance. 

I want to thank you for considering funds for a design of a roundabout at Piikea and 
Liloa just down the corner right here, but I want to emphasize that the design of this 
thing is absolutely critical. 

If the roundabout is designed properly, it's going to increase traffic flow, increase traffic 
safety. It's going to give us a beautiful intersection to look at, but most importantly if it's 
designed properly, it's going to give us safety for pedestrians particularly school 
children. So, it's critical that we do a double check to make sure this thing is designed 
properly. 

Also, I'd like to say that, I know throughout the nation traffic engineers working with 
roundabouts and building roundabouts in their, you know, throughout the mainland have 
come to the conclusion now that they work so successfully that you don't really need to 
do a temporary roundabout. 

So, if you do a temporary and design a temporary, you have to make sure that it too is 
designed properly. Sometimes if it's not designed properly, it's got the, the orange 
poles sticking up and other kinds of things, it would actually be more confusing, and 
misleading as to what the final product's going to look like. 

So, we have to be careful about that. Make sure that we do the temporary properly. 
Also, I know that Public Works, I think, has some $400,000.00 in their funding already to 
do a traffic light at the same intersection. We"could take that money and just build the 
roundabout, and build it properly. 

Also, if we can get 'water and access to the center island, the community here in Kihei 
will provide the landscaping, will take care of the maintenance, and will do it with great 
pride. So, you can count on us for doing that. 

The North-South Collector Road and greenway, we have to continue the funding to get 
that roadway in, but equally just the, the pathways, the walkways, the bikeways, the 
landscaping is equally important to the roadway. 
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There's a design that's currently being proposed by Public Works that has met the 
KCA's guidelines for the design of the, of the north-south collector road. So, we're in 
good shape there. We should move forward with that. 

And also the KCA has been working closely with developers to try to encourage them to 
build the north-south collector road along their properties, the bikeway, the landscaping, 
the, the walkways as a way of contributing above and beyond traffic assessment, school 
assessment, parks assessment. Just sort of give back as a justification for their 
developments, and there are several developers that are willing to do that. 

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes. 

MR. RIXEY: Okay. And lastly parks and maintenance. We need an accountable program for 
the acquisition of parklands and maintenance. The, we need, the money for this is 
critical as a priority. We are now in the critical stage for that here in Kihei. Absolutely. 

You heard testimony earlier about developers that have listened to KCA in terms of 
doing pocket parks, but they're turned down, because the money is more important. 
The Parks Department needs the funding for maintenance. So, they'd rather see that 
than actually having more lands for parks, pocket parks in neighborhoods. 

Also, the same is true with Public Works. We have designed guidelines for roadways 
and streets where we want to keep the sidewalks away from the curbs or streets, 
separated with a median strip or a grass strip and, and shade trees, you know, to 
beautify the environment and make it safer. Crosswalks with median strips in the 
middle landscaped. 

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes. 

MR. RIXEY: Public Works won't do it, because main excuse, there's no money for 
maintenance. So, you can say bottom line is our public spaces, our, our most treasured 
aspects for our communities, and I think we need to do the best we possibly can to take 
care of that. And so, I appreciate that. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, George. Laurel Murphy followed by Jonathan Starr. 

MS. MURPHY: Good evening. Thank you for still being so bright eyed. I'm almost brain dead 
myself. I can't imagine what you guys go through. I'm Vice President of the Maui 
Outdoor Circle, and have come here tonight to implore you to please grant the Maui 
Invasive Species Committee the extra $100,000.00 they have requested this year to 
combat the spread of the coqui frog on Maui. 

Have any of you been to the Big Island and heard the coqui frog? Any hands here? 
Charmaine has been, Jo Anne has been, Dain you've been. It's, it's unbelievable. I 
went two years ago to visit some friends, who had this beautiful paradise, and I turned 
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onto their street, it's in Puna in Leilani Estates, and it was like being assault by this wall 
of sound. 

A single frog is 90 decibels. That's the sound, that's as loud as a lawnmower. And you 
find yourself in this echo chamber of screeching and shrieking. I couldn't sleep all night. 

There are places on the Big Island, where I'm told, above Waipio Valley, the land of the 
Kings, the most sacred valley in Hawaii, you cannot hear yourself talk at night. It has 
been so overrun. And it's too late for the Big Island, and frankly, you guys, Maui is next. 

The, last year there were 40 reported coqui populations on the island. A year later 
there's 150, and after these rains I am pretty sure it's doubled. They are in the 
wilderness of Hana. They are in the farms of Huelo. They are in lao. We just got a 
report they're at Fleming Beach. They're in the atrium of the Ritz Carlton, and they are 
showing up in well, wealthy houses all over Makena and Kihei, because they're in all of 
our nurseries. 

And frankly, nothing is being done on Maui now at the moment to actually go after it. 
know you guys have been very generous with the Invasive Species Committee and you 
funded miconia programs and going after the plants that threaten our watershed, but at 
the moment MISC now, they only recently a few months ago hired a so-called 
vertebrate expert who is going around counting the various populations which proliferate 
as we speak. 

They have no one to go into the field. They have one person who goes to public events 
and tells people what's, what's going on, but nothing is happening to eradicate it. And 
you may be asking why I'm speaking to you? It's because everything else has failed. 

The USDA for three years has been asking the Bush --

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes. 

MS. MURPHY: -- Administration for money. Nothing has happened. Councilman Carroll, to 
his great credit, asked the State Legislature this year for half a million dollars for Maui, 
and nothing is happening. Kalani English's Environmental Work Force may be, may 
happen, and the State DLNR has asked for five million dollars to do an overall plan for 
the State that will take years if it's funded to implement. 

So, the fact is we're back needing to ask you to help solve this problem, because if we 
don't act now there is a very, very narrow window of time. It's going to affect our tourist 
industry. People aren't going to want to come here, and the quality of the beautiful 
silent evenings will be gone as well as our native birds. 

The frogs eat the same insect as our native birds, and once it gets into the forest where 
it is already --
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MS. MURPHY: -- it's going to be a very different MauL Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you. Jonathan Starr followed by Johnny Jackson. 

MR. STARR: Aloha, hard working Council Members. Thank you for the time you've been 
putting in. I know it's been really hard work. My name is Jonathan Starr. I'm here as 
Board Chair for the Boys and Girls Club of MauL Also chief volunteer officer. 

And my testimony tonight, I actually prepared to give you in Lahaina and I couldn't, I 
wasn't able to get there that night. I ended up turning around, so I apologize. I didn't 
accidentally make the left turn instead of the right turn on Maalaea tonight, but it, it is an 
issue I needed to talk you about. 

First of all, I want to thank you for your continuing support for Boys and Girls Club and 
for all of the youth centers. I wanted to talk to you about the overall pot of money for all 
of the youth centers. It's at 1.3 million. It stayed, it's been there for four years. 

I don't know about the other organizations, but we've been increasing by about 20 
percent a year, and really need to increase this pot from 1.2 to, I'm sorry from 1.3, I 
believe it's in there now, to 1.5. That's, it's really necessary. There's been a huge 
increase in the amount of kids using the, the programs and the facilities all throughout 
the county. 

Now, regarding Lahaina, in particular the youth center there, and the Boys and Girls 
Club, we've been working for many years to build a new, a new center there with the 
County. And finally the beginning of the work is been done. 

We've been funded for design and, and site work, and, and we're starting to get into 
that, and we know there's, you know, funds available in the pipeline to build it, and it's 
needed, because we can serve twice as many kids as we can with the current facility. 
It's too small. Program areas are too small. 

And there is a real security problem and that, especially the bathrooms and some of the 
rooms can't be monitored and, and, we're very nervous about problems with anyone 
wanting to get in and prey on, prey on the kids. So, we need to build a new center. I 
think everyone agrees to that. 

Somewhere during this Budget process I want to ask you to examine and help to, us to 
reach a consensus on the siting for the new center, because we, we did have our eye 
on one location at the new ball field at the base of the road up to the homeless resource 
center. The site was moved recently back to the existing center where it's been, where 
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currently we're working on a plan to demolish the existing center and build a new one 
there. 

I, this may not be the best alternative. If, if that's what the Administration and the 
Council wants us to do, we're happy to do it. We just want to be sure that everyone's in 
the same boat, and in an agreement on what to do so we can go ahead and build a new 
center. 

So, please create a forum to discuss this, and help us move ahead this year, and we, 
we promise we'll provide the kind of services to the kids of Lahaina that they, that they 
need. 

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes. 

MR. STARR: You know, we know Federal Department of Justice finds that for every dollar 
spent on Boys and Girls Club it saves $5.00 in the criminal justice system later on, and 
all of the, the funds going in that direction are well spent. I'm very proud of the program, 
and I'm very proud of the people. It's the best organization I've ever worked with. 
Thank you and aloha. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Jonathan. Bob and Lis Richardson followed by Suzanne 
Antounian. And then we got five more, so I'm going to run rather than take a break. 

MR. RICHARDSON: Lisa and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support of the Community Work Day Program. We know it's a, it's a Countywide 
program, and we want to just mention that from our perspective here in Kihei, we 
happen to be three year residents here in Kihei. Just this last year we moved into a 
new development here, Kilohana Ridge, and we'd like to thank you for our water meter. 
We use it every day. We really appreciate it. 

One, what we do on Mondays is that's our beach clean-up day. We clean up two or 
three beaches in the area. We routinely get in over our heads. We find things that we 
can't handle. We find abandoned cars and burned out, burned out vehicles. We find, 
we find refrigerators and tires, and, and batteries. 

And we can't handle these ourselves, but we appreciate being able to call the 
Community Work Day people, and have them answer the phones, and have them staff 
their facility, and also have them be able to come out and help us by picking up those 
items that we can't handle ourselves. 

We appreciate very much your funding of the program. We would ask you to remember 
that they do need personnel, and they do need to be able to handle the fees, the fees 
that are required to pick up this, these hazardous materials, and we very much 
appreciate the effort and support. Thank you very much. 
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VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Bob and Lis. Suzanne Antounian followed by Daryl Davis. 

MS. ANTOUNIAN: Aloha, it's a pleasure to be here this evening. Once, again, I am here on 
behalf of our residents at Kalama Heights. I represent about 120 residents. We would 
like to say a big mahalo to Mayor Arakawa and the Maui Council Members for the 
contributions they made to Maui, and especially in Kihei. 

I'm here to request the funding for MEO services, especially the transportation. Our 
residents ask the County Council to give the funding that MEO has requested for their 
transportation services. I have a couple of letters here from our residents. I'm only 
going to read one, one of them, and I'll leave the rest for you. 

This is from one of our residents by the name of Ruth Kircher. She says that MEO 
takes me from Paia to Kihei, and vice versa every day Monday through Friday. I teach 
school in Paia, and live in Kihei. Teaching has been my life for 30 years. When an 
accident rendered me a quadriplegic in September 2001, Kalama Heights, Doris Todd 
School, and MEO combined to make it possible for me to continue my passion teaching. 

I am forever grateful. So much the more because they also take me shopping, and to 
doctors appointments. Please help them to continue their programs any way that you 
possibly can. Thank you, Ruth Kircher. And she has here they take her to her dentist 
appointments and all kinds of things. 

So, I'd like to leave these here and, and in hopes that you do give the funding to MEO. 
Everyone, I think, on the island knows how important MEO is to the community. 

And on a personal point here, my daughter got her start with MEO preschool, and from 
a personal standpoint, my daughter is in second grade, she's at the top of her, she's in 
the advance second grade, she's on the Principal's list, and I want to thank MEO 
preschool for the start and the foundation they gave her. Thank you very much. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Suzanne. Daryl Davis representing Kihei Youth Center 
followed by Dr. Ted Fox. We got four more, Council Members, then we can go home, 
and get ready for tomorrow's meeting. 

MR. DAVIS: Mr. Chairman and Council Members. I'm Daryl Davis from the Kihei Youth 
Center, Board of Directors. I came here to thank you. Twenty-two years ago you 
helped start the youth center. You gave us the land there at the old Kihei School. We 
have a beautiful youth center there now. 

We have programs in scuba diving, ukulele, piano, computer classes with a large bank 
of computers for youth to play games on, and also to search the Internet. And we also 
have been raising our own money. We had a real successful luau just a few weeks 
ago. You have funded us since the beginning, and your, your funding has been 
generous. 
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For some reason, this year it was cut by 25 percent, which caused us to borrow money 
from private citizens to keep afloat, and we're looking for actually a larger contribution 
from the County than we received this past year for this coming year. 

And I'd like to use an example of the young man who lives next door to me. I can't use 
his name, okay, because that's private. But he was suffering from a learning disability. 
He's grown up, and gone through the youth center. His mommy is a single mommy, 
and he took scuba diving from the youth center. He played ukulele at the youth center, 
and he helped with the luau. He's 18 years old now, and I'm proud to say that he got a 
4.0 average at Maui High School last year, because he's had some really good role 
models as a father here at the youth center. 

So, thank you for all your support. You're definitely spending your money in the right 
place with the Kihei Youth Center. Mahalo. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank's Daryl. Dr. Ted Fox followed by Bob Straub. 

DR. FOX: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, Council Members. I'm Dr. Ted Fox. I'm Vice 
President of the Maalaea Community Association. I'm speaking in favor of our 
sidewalk. 

What we decided for this evening was just to have three speakers. Rob, our President; 
Karen to represent our younger and disabled; and myself to wrap up. We represent 
over 650 condominiums, the business triangle, and the harbor. And a sidewalk is really 
a minor, very small expense. No easements are needed or anything. It's going right 
directly underneath the power poles. Two projects have already have the sidewalks in, 
so we just need to fill in with the remaining eight just to get from the stop sign by the 
triangle to the park. 

We put years of work into it, and we finally made the budget, and all the engineering, 
everything's been done except for the money. Basically, it's just slight leveling and quite 
a bit of cement. And the project will be finished. 

We really need it for public safety. It's a busy street. Even though it's a dead end street 
it's a very busy street. So, we appreciate your help. If you have any questions, I think I 
can answer them. Otherwise, we're looking forward to our sidewalk. Mahalo. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Ted. Bob Straub followed by Karin Camilli. 

MR. STRAUB: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to my house. I'm the 
District SupeNisor for the South District Parks and Recreation Department. I'm very 
proud to be in that position. I'm also very proud of the work that the gentlemen and 
ladies that work for me here in the district with the capabilities that they have, and the 
limitations that they have, they do an awesome job. 
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I know some of the residents want more, and we have to do more. Kihei is the fastest 
growing community I've heard in the country percentage wise. I know it is in MauL 
We've got a tremendous amount of new property that the Parks Department has taken 
over. We cannot handle it with the people that we have. 

The Budget that has come through requesting the .. . (change tape) . .. mandatory in 
order for me to shut this thing off just like I did. I'm sorry I did that a minute ago. I didn't 
turn it off when I walked back in here after our, but this phone is going crazy. My cell 
phone is going crazy trying to respond to the community, and we need the help. We 
need the help with the people. 

The other big item that I'm supporting very much so is I've been in recreation and in 
parks. I was a commissioner on the mainland 30 years. This is the only community I've 
ever been in where we don't have a gymnasium. We've gotta do something for these 
kids. 

We ran a basketball program this year from January and it just ended March 20th
• We 

had over 500 kids. They played 100 percent of the games outside except for the last 
two weekends when we arranged to go inside for a kind of tournament for the kids so 
they got the feeling of what it's like to play in a gym. The look in their eyes was 
awesome. 

So, it's time we do something. It's time we support this program. And even if it takes 
going outside to a, to a commercial vendor to come in here and build it for us, it doesn't 
matter. We gotta do it, but we gotta support this program here. 

And I'm just going to ask one thing that isn't in the budget. On your way out there's a 
car parked out there. My parks guys, we've got, we need, we need, we need trucks. 
We need trucks badly in our district. My parks guys parked one car over there. Just 
take a look at it on the way out, and see if you can add that in and change it. Get me a 
new one. Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thanks, Bob. Karin Camilli followed by Tony Fisher. 

MS. CAMILLI: I'm, I'm speaking on behalf of Kamaole State Point. And what I need to explain 
to you is that if you would fund Kamaole Point, you've got a lot of volunteers. I mean, 
we want the Point, and for ten, approximately ten years, friends, and I have been 
cleaning up Kamaole Beach III, II and I. 

And when I say cleaning up, we go out at six-thirty in the morning, and we walk the 
three beaches until about eight, and we have screens, fish nets that we go through the 
sand and fishnet everything up all along. So, the beaches are actually pristine, and 
we've been doing that for about ten years. You can't find much garbage there, even like 
firecrackers. I mean we're, we're picking up everything. 
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You know what Buck Joiner has done there. Before we had Kamaole Point it was a 
mess. There were homeless people living there in a huge encampment. Now, there's 
only one man there. It was beautiful when you got it. Now, there's, it's full of weeds. 
We'd be willing to go up and clean it. We've got the shearwaters up there now being 
protected. That was all done by volunteers. 

You've got the volunteers who will come down and take care of it, if you will give us a 
little help. It was beautiful when you got it. We got no help, and now it's the pits. And, 
and we need the parks, and we will do the work. We will. I mean we're willing to. So, 
that's basically what I wanted to say. Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you very much. Tony Fisher followed by Michael Reiley. 

MR. FISHER: Aloha, Council Members. I came here to listen tonight, but I decided I would 
just say a few words. I have good news. I have not heard one single project tonight 
that is not a worthy thing. I have bad news. The bad news is we all got all these little 
funny cards. Our taxes have gone out of sight. 

I have good news. The good news is there's gotta be enough revenue with the way that 
the assessments went up this year to pay for a lot more than what we've had in the 
past. The bad news is that that means we're going to tax these same people all the 
time. All of you have heard me say more than once in this, in the Council Chambers 
that there's a better way to tax the people in the County of MauL 

I have tried and tried. I finally got Wayne Nishiki, or Riki Hokama to send a letter to our 
Director of Finance, who then sent me a letter saying I can't do that. It's gotta be 
delayed and delayed. So, I sent him back a letter, which he has a copy of which says, 
okay, either April 14th or April 16th as I'm gonna be in and out. 

I hope you guys will go land on him. There is an enormous amount of revenue available 
to the people of the County of Maui without doing anything that will hurt all the people 
that you heard talk tonight who've just gotten this thing, and said holy cow look at the 
amount of taxes and assessment that my house went up this year. I know it didn't go up 
that much. My assessment did. 

And I, you know, the good news is there is a solution. There is a solution, and we would 
love to participate in it. I represent COMET as you know and, you know, COMET says 
we're looking for equitable taxation. I don't want to raise taxes. I don't want to lose, 
lower taxes. I want to make them equitable. We want to make them equitable, and I 
think it's doable. 

If you can twist an arm in the Finance Department and get them to sit down in a 
meeting. Riki Hokama sent them a letter, and said please will you meet with Tony 
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Fisher. You know what I got back, we're too busy, and I want that to stop. I think its 
nonsense. 

I think there are better ways to do things in this County, and we're ready to help and 
participate. We're trying to be helpful, and I think it will work out. And I have had a 
delightful time sitting and listening. I was not going to say these things, but oh well I 
gotta say something. Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Tony. Michael Reiley, and our last speaker will be 
Kimokeo Kapahulehua. 

MR. REILEY: Aloha, I'm here to testify on behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board. 
I'm a, I'm a Director on, on MEDB. I'm also the Director for Hawaii Operations for 
Textron Systems Corporation, and representing kind of the high tech community here 
on MauL 

We've really been growing. We've actually hired 14 people in the last six months 
between our operation here on Maui and then on Kauai also. Without a single relo we 
had to pay. We found the folks local. And we're talking everything from Ph.D.s from 
MIT, you know, down to MCC folks. 

But I want to tell you one story sort of a success for MEDB. Every year they, they hold 
this holiday job fair, and the Christmas before last I, I staffed the booth, and for four 
hours straight I watched a stream of people come through there. And there's just a lot 
of talent there. This year we hired two people just, just from that fair. And one of them 
was the Lahainaluna Valedictorian several years ago. 

He went to the mainland, you all have heard about, you know, stop the brain drain that's 
what happens. Our, our best and brightest get educated here, and, you know, they, 
they're not the educational opportunities for them here that they can get there. They go 
back there and then often they find the jobs there, because the jobs aren't here. 

Well, this individual went, got his degree at University of Washington, came back, and 
we hooked up with him at this job fair. He started working for us now, and that's what 
we're trying to do here. 

The Senator has supported so much in terms of Haleakala, the super computing center 
and high technology is really his vision. And he's worked so closely with the Maui 
Economic Development Board. With their support for these job fairs, for women in 
technology, all those things we work together on, and we just ask for your support as 
well. Thank you. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you. Kimokeo Kapahulehua, and anyone else wishing to speak. 
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MR. KAPAHULEHUA: Mahalo, Chairman Nishiki, and thank you Council Members. First, I 
would like to tell you that we'd like to express our mahalo to the Office of Economic 
Development. Last week Thursday I testified before the Department of Land Board in 
reference to Ko'ie'ie Loko ra fish pond in Kihei, Kalepolepo. 

They granted us the permit. We've waited a long time since 1996. This is credited to 
the County for supporting us in our endeavors out there. So, we want to thank you for 
that. 

Secondly, we recently had taken Senator Inouye down to Maui Coastal Land Trust and 
show him Waihee, and he had helped in the last funding for us to purchase this 
property. This property would not have been necessary if it wasn't for you folks up here 
giving us the funding to put this package together. So, we personally want to thank you 
for that. And, and from us who have a lot of work ahead of us. So, I want to thank you 
for that. 

I'd like to speak first to you about the Kihei Youth Center. I've worked at the youth 
center now for many a years. This evening, I come before you to tell you that we had, I 
won't repeat what Daryl does, but we have taken some community volunteers to go and 
paint this building, and now we're taking community electrician people to go and check 
what needs they might have. 

And we also taking Akahi Landscaping Service there on a, on a, on a community 
volunteer arm to go and work with the kids in native plant restoration in South Maui. 
They were involved with us in the program with USA Fish and Wildlife, and that was a 
co-sponsorship between community groups taking the youth kids to go and teach them 
that. 

But I wanted to give you some great news that what happened recently, we just wrote a 
big web grant with Aoao 0 na Loko I'a and we looked towards the youth center to 
supplying us the kids. This big web grant allows us to bring in six research boats that 
they can send out to the fish pond. In there, we have a gauge that will give us the, the 
quality of the water check in the pond. It will give us the temperature, the salinity, the 
turbidity, and the oxygen in there. 

We have a camera on the research boat. It goes out and then when we come back to 
monitor, and the kids will be able to work with it. One would be the captain, one would 
be the co-captain, and one would be the recorder of what they see down there. These 
boats should be arriving here shortly, and these are things that we will be involving with 
the kids, the children of the youth center. 

We just recently did a test program on what we call Teen Adventure Race from Kealia 
all the way down to La Perouse Bay. Having 30 kids running, swimming, paddling 
canoe, kayaking, paddling surf boards, and identifying native plants, identifying native 
species on the marine life, and also identifying --
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MS. NAKATA: Three minutes. 

MR. KAPAHULEHUA: -- archaeological center. We have a, a huge program coming up for 
them in May 1st

. It's a hundred miles, 24 hours in cooperation with the MEO presenting 
and the youth center presenting. And these are kids that we're bringing from all 
different parts of the island. 

So, I think that we have a great program going. We're a little different than maybe the 
other youth centers. I think it's really great that we all be a little different. So, we can 
bring the excitement, and the new things to the kids. 

I'd like to testify the disabled people that we should have disabled access to all the 
beaches. Last night, there was a meeting where the Rotary in South Maui is dedicating 
all over in their Rotary Club disabled teens to go to the beach. 

I'd like to also testify in support of the Community Work Day Program. Jan Dapitan, of 
course, has our hundred percent support along the strip of South Maui with all the 
hotels, and we always have a, a community work day adoption. 

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes. 

MR. KAPAHULEHUA: There's not a group in town that doesn't do that. So, whatever they 
need, I think that, that you need to try to do as much as you can with them, because we 
as community volunteers are doing as much as we can in the projects down here. 

And if you take a drive down at the VFW Hall, that was the latest Community Work Day 
Program that drew a 150 to clean-up. And I want to tell you that our Community Work 
Day Program in South Maui is just begun. We will, we will always be out there to 
volunteer. We will be always out there to clean our community. 

The Parks, Bob Straub spoke to you about the parks. Thank you very much, Wayne. 
Just, just one minute please. I'd, I'd like for you to, to support parks, police, Hale 
Mahaolu, our elderly program, the Charter school, and our water lifeguards, and 
affordable housing, and water. Thank you very much. Mahalo. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you, Kimo. I think the last lady that is left Kiyoko [sic] Kimura. 
Kiyoko [sic] Kimura. 

MS. KIMURA: I'll make it short and I really appreciate your patience. My name is Kiyoko 
Kimura. I'm the President and General Manager of Diamond Resort Hawaii and also 
Board Member of Hawaii Tourism Authority. I'm here to support the same level funding 
to the Maui Visitor's Bureau here. 
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In 1998, Hawaii Visitors, Hawaii Tourism Authority was established to market Hawaii 
more effectively. At that time, the hotels agreed to an increase of transient 
accommodation tax called TAT, because there was an agreement with the hotel and the 
State government at that time, if we agree to this increase they're going to dedicate this 
fund to the market, to the marketing. 

Approximately 171 million were collected by the hotels from the visitors to the State 
funding as a tourist transient accommodation tax. HTA takes 32.6 percent or 55.7 
million. The Convention Center in Honolulu takes 17.3 percent or 29.6 million. The rest 
of 44, 44.8 percent goes to counties. Of the 44.8 percent, Kauai takes 14.5, Big Island 
takes 18, 18.6, Maui takes 22.8, and of course Honolulu takes 44.1. 

In Maui, hotels are already paying higher property taxes, higher water rates, and this 
money originally came from visitors. With so many other destinations with strong 
government support available, we need to be as competitive as possible. Currently, I 
am the only person on the 3D-member board of the Hawaii Tourism Authority that is 
representing MauL There's no regulation how many people can represent Maui, but 
currently I'm the only one. 

And giving so much money to Convention Center and statewide marketers, you, I don't 
think it's a very good idea to leave Maui's marketing all up to the State. You know that 
the State sometimes concentrates so much in Honolulu, in Waikiki, so I appreciate your 
consideration of same level of funding to Maui Visitors Bureau this year, and consider to 
keep Maui the number one destination. Thank you very much. 

VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: Thank you. That was the last testifier. Anyone else wishing to speak? 
If not, any comments from Committee Members. If not, this meeting is adjourned. 
Thank you. If you want to help us put this back those of you we can appreciate any 
help that you members out there in the general public folding chairs whatsoever . 
. . . (gave/) . .. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

ADJOURN: 8:50 p.m. 

G. IKI HOKAMA, Chair 
Budget and Finance Committee 

bf:min:040401-2:jbc 
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